CHAPTER III

SOME FEDERAL CONSTITUTIONS

THE thirteen colonies whicji revolted against
the mercantilism which characterised the gov-
ernment of George III established amongst
themselves a loose confederation in order to
secure unity of action. It is not to be supposed
that they desired to establish a united govern-
ment; they merely combined against the com-
mon enemy.

The Congress established by the articles of
confederation had no authority to legislate for
them, nor could it enforce its decisions except
through the agency of the state governments.
After the war even this very loose confederacy
threatened to disappear. If the states were
not to fall apart and develop as separate and
totally independent republics it was necessary
that a more effective union should be devised.
9 There was general agreement that the defects
of the confederation should be removed, but the
politicians of the states were by no means
agreed on the necessity of establishing a power-
ful Central Government.
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